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The Agriculture Secretariat (Secretaria de Agricultura y Recursos Hidraulicos, SARH) and the
Attorney General's Office (Procuraduria General de la Republica, PGR) have imposed strict
restrictions on cutting of forests in areas of Michoacan and Mexico states where the monarch
butterfly spends the winter. As part of the campaign to protect the butterfly, the PGR has arrested
more than 100 persons for violation of environmental and forest laws and confiscated 60 cubic
meters of illegally cut wood. In addition, authorities closed 19 area sawmills that were operating
without a permit. The SARH is replanting 2,500 hectares of forest in the region and has established
mechanisms to prevent forest fires. In separate news, Jalisco state environmental authorities are
studying the possibility of declaring 300,000 ha. of forest along the state's southeastern coast a
protected area. On Jan. 20, Juan Gil Preciado, director of the Jalisco Environmental Commission
(Comision Estatal de Ecologia, CEE), reported that the coastal forest near Puerto Vallarta, in
northwest Jalisco, has already been devastated by excessive deforestation. Preservation of the
forest, he said, would prevent erosion. Gil said the CEE would ask the SARH to suspend issuance of
permits for timber harvest. In addition, the CEE announced that the Social Development Secretariat
(Secretaria de Desarrollo Social, SEDESOL) has established a technically advanced environmental
testing laboratory in Guadalajara to conduct research on air, water and soil. Equipment for the
laboratory was acquired with 300 million nuevo pesos (US$94.04 million) provided by the World
Bank. As part of its soil analysis functions, the laboratory will consider the best ways to preserve
agricultural lands. The facility will conduct tests in Jalisco, Nayarit, Guanajuato and Colima states.
(Source: Notimex, 01/18/93, 01/20/93)
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